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Prints available at www vintageroadsidecom 
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A truly one of a kind vintage clothing store 
in the heat of beautiful Falm Springs California 
Vinlage clothes, furmiline, tiki mugs & mow! 
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1103 N Palm Canyon Drive 
Palm Springs, California 92262 


www.iconicatomic.com 


A Note From The Publisher © = 


Aloha! 
Welcome to Issue #9! 


Recently there’s been a question floating around about whether or not Tiki has gone mainstream. There are so. many new people collecting 

vintage Tiki items, ever-growing attendance at events, and of course all of the artists creating Tiki that it sure feels like it. | am so happy to see 
that the artists seem to all be doing renewed business! The marketplace at Don the Beachcomber has been seeing record numbers of people 
attending, and more events are popping up all the time. Wow, what a great time for all things Tiki! 


The number of new Tiki places and cocktail-focused places grew more last year than in the last 10 years. Martin Cate has an amazing new bar 
specializing in gins aptly named White Chapel, which was designed to look like a Victorian-era English Underground station. Martin has an 
attention to detail and knows what people like and want, owning 2 themed bars, partnering in others and now an amazing book. His many 
talents are unlike anyone | know. 


Rod and Monica have expanded their Shameful Tiki brand by opening another bar in Canada, this one in Toronto. Beachbum Berry's Latitude 
29 in New Orleans has received glowing reviews since opening - BB has really showcased his cocktail skills here. Last but not least the one-of- 
a-kind Clifton’s opened after a decade of promises and it was worth the wait. There are so many new Tiki establishments that we look forward 
to not only visiting them, but also featuring them in upcoming issues. We have started to slowly expand more outside of Tiki as well, with a 
dash of mid-century (which many of you have asked for.) : 


We'll continue to try new things and bring you all the updates from around the world. 


| say this every issue but | am amazed how far we have come in such a short time - subscriptions are at an all-time high and we're working on 
ways to expand our offerings. 


As always we can’t do this magazine without our amazing staff: Jeff Kunkle and Tom D. Kline, along with contributors like Tom Duncan who 
writes about the people and places time forgot and history will never forget, Mr. Thrillington and his amazing articles on lost or hidden objects, 
film locations and the wondrously obscure world of all that this generation loves. Ray Boylan’s continuing articles on forgotten NY among oth- 
ers, Scott Schell and his amazing collection of ephemera, Ron Ferrell and his lost movie selections, and Eric October with his step-by-step crea- 
tions. | love seeing all of the new writers we have on board and the others who contribute photographs, articles and art. And last but certainly 
not least our advertisers and subscribers, thank you for being part of the Tiki Magazine and More family. 


This year has really turned a corner for me personally as we sold the Rock Hudson House where so many Tiki parties happened and our favorite 
bands appeared. So we have officially downsized. After 3 years | have just taken a new executive position in the automobile industry and there 
have been so many technological advancements I'm excited jump back in. Also Cat Slater and | opened our own vintage store in Palm Springs 
called Iconic Atomic and with Cat's specialty in vintage clothing and mine in mid-century housewares and furniture, we are excited to have 
everyone visit the new store. 


I've said this before and | think | will be saying this more often, as I've gotten older | realize the things that were important and meaningful to 
me no longer are, and the things | took for granted and always thought there would be time for have become my focus. The time is now to 
remember family, see good friends, revisit great memories as well as make new ones. 


Have fun, enjoy family, friends, events, cocktails and stay well! 


Amy Boylan 
Publisher/Owner 
Tiki Magazine & More 
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Polynesian Garden Apartments from this issue's Collector's Corner in the “Living in Paradise” setion. 
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Surf Guitar 101 

Torrance, CA 

August 13, 2016 

12 hours of the best surf music on the planet 
all under one roof. 

surfguitar101.com 
facebook.com/events/568487539978936 


Tiki Oasis 

San Diego, CA 

August 18 — 21, 2016 

It's the big one and this year it's a “Party on 
Monster Island.” 

TikiOasis.com 
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Texas Tiki Round-Up 

Austin, TX 

September 3, 2016 

The Lone Star celebration of all things Tiki re- 
turns for a 7th year. 
txtiki.wix.com/txtikiroundup2016 


MakahiKi: A Night of Tiki 
Indianapolis, IN 

September 17, 2016 

ATiki-filled evening of music, tropical libations 
and other live entertainment. 

facebook 


Ohana: Luau by the Sea 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 

September 29 - October 2, 2016 

It's back for a 2nd year! Live music, shopping, 
dinner at the Mai-Kai and more. 
Luaubythesea.com 


LIVE HAWAIIANS 
EE INMENT! 


Don the Beachcomber’ Tiki MakeKe 
Huntington Beach, CA 

September 17, 2016 

Over 40 Tiki vendors, live entertainment & 
more! 

donthebeachcomber.com 


Mod Palm Springs 

Palm Springs, CA 

October 20 — 23, 2016 

“A very special weekend escape where you 
can celebrate all things Mid-Century Modern, 
mixed with a light touch of Exotic, Retro Tiki 
Culture.” 

Modps.bigcartel.com 
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UNDER TOW 

PHOENIX, AZ 

Phoenix's first-ever underground Tiki bar 
opens in August! 
Facebook.com/drinkundertow 


PAGAN IDOL 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

Described by the owner as an “over-the-top 
celebration of all things Tiki” Sounds perfect! 
paganidol.com 


Tiki-Ko 


‘2 shady place for sunny people’ 


Bakersfield, CA 


TIKI-KO 

BAKERSFIELD, CA 

With a design by Tiki Diablo we can’t wait to 
make a trip out to Bakersfield! 
Facebook.com/tikikobakersfield 


BAR PINK 

3829 30th Street 

San Diego, CA 

barpink.com 

TIKI TUESDAYS 

Hosting Tiki Tuesdays since 2007 


BALI HAI 

230 Shelter Island Dr 

San Diego, CA 92106 
balihairestaurant.com 

BALI HAI - SAN DIEGO MONTHLY MONDAY 
MEET UPS 


First Monday of the month 
Facebook: Bali Hai - SD Monthly Monday 
Meetups 


CHEF SHANGRI-LA 

7930 W 26th St 

North Riverside, IL 60546 
ChefShangrila.com 

AN EVENING IN SHANGRI-LA 
Third Saturday of the month 


FORBIDDEN ISLAND TIKI LOUNGE 
1304 Lincoln Ave. 

Alameda, CA 94501 
ForbiddenIslandAlameda.com 
OTTO’S GROTTO 

First Thursdays 

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT LOUNGE 
Last Thursdays 


THE MAI-KAI 

3599 N Federal Hwy 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 
maikai.com 

POLYNESIAN ISLANDER REVUE 
Tuesday — Sunday evenings 


OTTO’S SHRUNKEN HEAD 
538 East 14th St 

NY, NY 10009 
ottosshrunkenhead.com 
PRIMATIVA IN HI-FI 

Third Wednesdays 

6 pm- 10pm 


SMUGGLER’S COVE: 

EXOTIC COCKTAILS, RUM, 
AND THE CULT OF TIKI 

Ten Speed Press 

352 pages 

Suggested retail price: $30.00 
“Martin and Rebecca Cate, 
founders and owners of 
Smuggler's Cove (the most 
acclaimed tiki bar of the mod- 
ern era) take you on a color- 
ful journey into the lore and 
legend of tiki: its birth as an 
escapist fantasy for Depres- 
sion-era Americans; how ex- 
otic cocktails were invented, 
stolen, and re-invented; Hol- 
lywood starlets and scan- 
dals; and tiki’s modern- 4 
day revival.” y, 


THE SIP ‘N DIP LOUNGE 

17 7th St South 

Great Falls, MT 59404 
ohairemotorinn.com 

PIANO PAT AT THE SIP ‘N DIP LOUNGE 
Wednesday - Saturday 

10:00 pm — 1:30 am 


TONGA HUT 

12808 Victory Blvd 

North Hollywood, CA 91606 

tongahut.com 

Facebook: Tonga Hut 

EXOTICA SUNDAYS w/ DJ TONGA TOM 
Exotica, Surf & more every Sunday 4 pm — 9 pm 
Rum Rhum Club Meetings 

Check for meeting times on 

Facebook: Rum Rhum Club 


THE WRECK BAR 

1140 Seabreeze Blvd 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
medusirena.com 

THE MEDUSIRENA SWIMSHOW 
Friday & Saturday evenings 

5:30 Happy Hour 

6:30 Swimshow 


Have the Tiki-skinny on an 
important piece of new merchandise, book, 
tunes, concert, event or other Tiki tidbit? Please 
send an email to news@Tikimagazine.com 
for possible inclusion in a future issue. 


MARTIN CATE WITH REBECCA Cate 


Event Coverage 


Tiki Caliente 8: Savage Safaril 


Photos by Tom D. Kline 
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Event Coverage como Sieve 


The HuKilau Turns 15 but You Get the Party 


Story by Kevin Upthegrove 
Photos by Kevin Upthegrove 


At the Hukilau, the Mai-Kai is truly the star of the 
show. But because they still don’t allow over- 
night visitors at the vaunted Tiki palace, a suit- 
able hotel is also necessary. This year’s Hukilau 
was located at Fort Lauderdale’s historic Hyatt 
Regency Pier Sixty Six hotel, an icon its own 
right that John Mulder, aka Eekum Bookem, 
immortalized in ceramic form with an exclu- 
sive mug. The hotel's iconic 17-story tower also 
held two of the premier Hukilau events, the Tiki 
Tower Takeover and Shag’s Sky Lounge party. 


Once it kicked off, the Hukilau had a packed 
schedule that allows attendees to “choose 
their own Tiki adventure”. Fancy attending sym- 
posiums and learning things? Check. Like live 
music and entertainment? Done. How about 
tum samples? Oh there's like 15 to try in and 
around the indoor vending area where local 
and not-so-local artists displayed their carefully 
crafted wares. There was an event mug (also by 
Eekum Bookem) commemorating a Tiki from 
the Hukilau and plenty of event shopping to 
be had. Of course for some folks the Hukilau is 
all about stealing away as much as possible to 
spend time at the Mai-Kai, the legendary Mai- 
Kai Gardens, and the Molokai Bar. Covering ev- 
erything there is to do and see at the Hukilau 
is almost exhausting in its own right and would 
require its own magazine. 


Things officially started off Wednesday evening 
at the Mai-Kai’s Molokai bar where just steps 
away Martin and Rebecca Cate were signing 
copies of their just-released Smuggler’s Cove 
book. Later that evening at the Wreck Bar inside 
the local B Ocean Hotel was the MeduSirena 
Marina Swimshow, which is just what is says 
on the tin - Marina the Fire Eating Mermaid 
and the Aquaticats performing an underwater 
swimshow. Thursday was the day that vending 
opened, along with the aforementioned two 
Pier Sixty Six tower events: the Tiki Tower Take- 


The 15th annual Hukilau was held June 8-12, 2016, in Fort Lau- 


derdale, Florida - home of the legendary Ma 


‘ai. Adding to the 


retrospective and historical feel was the fact that the Mai-Kai was 
celebrating their own anniversary of 60 years. Co-founder and 


organizer Christie White, along with the talented Hukilau crew, 
threw a full celebration of Tiki culture present and future with a 
thoughtful eye on the past in an overall atmosphere of hospitality. 


over and Shag’s Sky Lounge party. Those at the 
Tiki Tower Takeover were treated to cocktails by 
5 of the best slingers of Tiki drinks operating 
today: Jeff “Beachbum” Berry from Latitude 29, 
Martin Cate from Smuggler’s Cove, Paul McGee 
from Lost Lake, Brian Miller from Tiki Mondays 
With Miller, and St. John Frizzell from Fort Defi- 
ance. Being able to mix and mingle while sip- 
ping cocktails from a crew that talented is a 
rare privilege. Then the Hukilau crew turned the 
tower over in just a few hours and transformed 
it into a swanky lounge for Shag’s Sky Lounge. 
There, guests were encouraged to dress up 
(as their favorite Shag character even) and live 
large in a cocktail party that resembled a Shag 
painting come to life. 


Friday kicked off with a series of symposiums 
featuring Will Anders, Paul Roe, Shag, Tim 
“Swanky” Glazer, and Jeff “Beachbum" Berry. 
Topics ranged from tattooing to carving to 
growing up on Hawaii and from WWII inspired 
“cocktails” (Aleutian Solution anyone?) to the 
history of the Mai-Kai. Friday night's big show is 
dubbed the Hukilau High Tide and saw electric 
and energetic live performances by Jason Lee 
and the R.I.P. Tides, The Intoxicators, and The 
Tikiyaki Orchestra. King Kukulele presided over 
the evening, which concluded with burlesque 
performers on the main stage. 


By the time Saturday arrived, the tone of the 
event took a decidedly historic and reverent 
turn. Saturday's symposia revolved around a 
look back at the current Tiki revival while re- 
minding us to take the time to share that history 
with those new to the tribe. Another message 
not lost was to enjoy that Tiki which is around 
you for what it is, and not for what it is not. Hu- 
muhumu Trott walked people though discov- 
ering Tiki in the real world. Tiki Oasis founder 
Otto Von Stroheim talked about how the revival 
of Tiki got started in the ‘80s and ‘90s before 


catching fire again in 2001. Then at the “Raiders 
of the Lost Tiki Culture” panel discussion, the 
revivalists were joined by others from the cur- 
rent guard carrying the torch as they discussed 
all things Tiki culture. A message of “teach the 
next generation” was a theme running through 
the panel as they discussed the key moments 
in the current revival and name-checked the 
others in the revival that were so important to 
bring Tiki back from the abyss it entered into in 
the 1970s. 


After the panel concluded, Hukilau guests 
headed to the big finale: the dinner show at 
the sold out Mai-Kai. Going to the Mai-Kai is 
a transformative experience regardless of when 
you visit. But attending the Mai-Kai with 500 
of your closest friends in the Tiki community 
is something pretty special. Jason Lee and the 
R.LP. Tides were rocking the Molokai Bar as 
only they can, while later in the evening Tiki- 
yaki and The Intoxicators! played in the Samoa 
room in an incredible intimate space that felt 
like it was made just for that moment. As the 
audience watched Christie thank those who 
help put on the Hukilau up on the main stage, 
surrounded by Tikiphiles in the last standing 
original Tiki temple, | couldn't help but notice 
that even though they take great care of the 
place | apparently had gotten a little dust 
in my eye. y 
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Trails of Lie Fundraising Event 
Story by Eric October 
Photos by Alex Bellanger 


Fun was raised at Tonga Hut on Sunday, 
March 20th, as the Trails of Li’e fundraising 
event rolled out! 


Named to honor Li’e (pronounced Lee-Ay), 
the Hawaiian goddess of mountains, the 
main event was a raffle to raise funds for the 
Santa Monica Mountain Volunteer Bike Patrol 
Unit for the “Santa Monica Mountains Fund’, 
and was the brainchild of Tonga Hut regular, 
Bike Patrol Volunteer Scott Mabbutt. 


Mabbutt wrangled an array of fabulous priz- 
es, from vintage Tiki ephemera, free hula 
hoop lessons and collectible Tiki mugs to 
awesome artist prints by Doug Horne and 
amazing original art by Ken Ruzic and other 
Tiki talents. Raffel ticket sales were brisk from 
the moment the event kicked off at 2pm, and 
increased from there. 


Fundraising was the official unofficial theme 
of the event as Drooling Tiki Cakes where 
also in the Hut with a silent auction and 
bake sale raising funds for AIDS/LifeCycle. 
Angelene Campuzano and Jax Pineda offered 
some incredible items for auction, including 
rare Tiki mugs by Tiki Diablo and Shag. The 
couple also offered an assortment of delec- 
table baked goods such as virgin mini carrot 
cakes with cream cheese frosting, lemon zest 
cookies and other deliciousness. 


The parking lot was packed to capacity with 
vendors selling their wonderful wares, from 
vintage clothing, and accessories to hand 
made jewelry, ceramics, paintings and other 
works of Tiki art. Newcomers Boney Betty 
and ReSpun Retro joined veteran vendors 
TikiSwag, Clee Sobieski, Sweet Siren Designs, 
Jungle Modern Ceramics, Jonnie Velour, Tiki 


Al, Outl1n3 Island, B-Rex, Cat Scratch Cloth- 
ing & Accessories and others. 


DJ Tonga Tom played an exotic musical 
soundscape for the afternoon, Durango’s Ta- 
cos served up spicy specialties, while Marie 
King and Syd Thomas kept the cocktails com- 


ing. 


At 5pm the ticket sales ended and the an- 
nouncement of winners began. The excite- 
ment in the air was palpable as numbers 
were called and prizes were awarded. The 
outdoor events wound down at 6pm when 
DJ Lee's ‘60s Dance Party spun into action. 


The event was hugely successful, with large 
amounts of funds raised. The heroes of 
the day were the many generous patrons y| 
who came out to support the causes! L 
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Original Tiki Paintings, 
drawings, art dolls and 
home accessories for 
your Tiki bar! 


www.christinebenjaminart.com 
christinebenjaminart@gmail.com 


Christine Benjamin 
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Surf Guitar 101 — 
Torrance, CA 

August 13, 2016 
surfguitar101.com 
facebook 


Tiki Oasis — — — — 
San Diego, CA 

August 18 — 21, 2016 

TikiOasis.com 


Texas Tiki Round-Up — — 
Austin, TX 

September 3, 2016 
txtiki.wix.com/txtikiroundup2016 


Makahiki: A Night of Tiki ~ 
Indianapolis, IN 
September 17, 2016 
facebook 


Ohana: Luau by the Sea A 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 

September 29 - October 2, 2016 / 
Luaubythesea.com / 


Don the Beachcomber’ ek 
Tiki MakeKke 

Huntington Beach, CA 

September 17, 2016 / 
donthebeachcomber.com 


/ 


Mod Palm Springs / 
Palm Springs, CA 

October 20 — 23, 2016 
Modps.bigcartel.com 


The Ghosts of Tiki Past 


Remembering Fallen Paradises - BahooKa 
Story and Photos by Percy Thrillington 


Bahooka was a delightful place. A wonderful place for 
lunch or for dinner. A perfect place for a party, gather- 
ing or celebration. A meeting place after Disneyland, 
Oceanic Arts or on the way to or from Tiki Oasis. It 
was a diverse filming location. Both “Fear and Loathing 
in Las Vegas” and the Tikiyaki Orchestra’s first music 
video, “Mai Tais on the Moon” were shot there. My first 
ever Tiki event took place there, nearly 10 years ago. 


Covered wall to wall, floor to ceiling with nautical pieces, Tikis, 
fish floats, hornswogglers, tapa lamps, street signs, snozberries, 
plastic parrots and what seemed like hundreds of fish tanks... 
there was always something that you'd never seen before, no 
matter how many times you've been there. There was an unsub- 
stantiated rumour that Tiki artists would secretly hide pieces of 
their artwork amongst the flotsam for future visitors to discover. 


Bahooka played host to Tiki mug release parties, fire-dancing demonstra- 
tions, exotica music performances and even weddings. Famous for their ribs, 
coleslaw and deep fried seafood...it all went down easier with one (or two) 
of their infamously strong Tiki cocktails. A Gold Cup or a Grenade (with “the 
pin pulled") leap to mind. 


Through the endless mazes of fish tanks, hundreds (if not thousands) 
of fish, one Pacu alone stood king. Rufus, he was called. For decades 
he would delight visitors while they waited to be seated, joyfully de- 
vouring carrot sticks. If you asked nicely, the host or hostess would let 
you feed one to him. 


And then...one day...in a whirlwind of confusion, sadness and nostal- 
gia...it was gone. There was, and is, nothing else quite like it. 


Everybody has their favorite story about Bahooka...here is one of 
mine- 


Very frequently, | would visit Bahooka for lunch on the weekends. 
More times than not it would be with several friends, one of which 
was a very prolific artist. An artist with a penchant towards Tiki. One 
day, | noticed him scanning the décor in a much more purposeful way 
than the normal “appreciating all the things to enjoy” sort of way. He 
had brought a Tiki pendant into the restaurant and was looking for a 
good place to add it to the existing madness. | though it was a great 
idea. Once the pendant was secretly placed, we enjoyed our lunch, 
snickering and wondering if anyone would notice. 


The next time we went back, we made it a point to check to see if the 
pendant was still hanging. It was. Time for Phase Two. 


This time, he came ready with an actual framed art-piece featuring a 
Tiki as the centerpiece. It was my job to be the “lookout” while my art- 
ist friend, armed with a staple gun, affixed the piece to the wall in one 
of the many hallways. The caper went off without a hitch. On the wall 
in a hallway nearest 
the restrooms, the art- 
work remained until 
the closing day. We al- 
ways had such a great 
time on our lunch 
adventures. As a con- 
stant reminder of the 
good times, | have 
the next art-piece he 
made, hanging in my 
living room. It was 
made to be hung in 
Bahooka, but, alas...it 
closed before it could 
fulfill it's intended 
destiny. My house 

will have to do. 
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THE JAZZ SOUNDS OF THE ALIKA LYMAN GROUP 


ALIKA LYMAN GROUP - Leis of Jazz Vol. 2 LP - purple vinyl 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
VOODOO ORGANIST - Organ Voodoo LP - red vinyl 
MARTINI KINGS - Palm Springs Serenade LP - red vinyl repress 
CREEPXOTICA - Haunted Bossa Nova LP - green vinyl repress 
HELLER’S HOT FIVE - blue vinyl 10” 78 RPM 
ALL COME WITH DIGITAL DOWNLOAD CODES 


and SO MUCH MORE - visit our online shop! 
www.dionysusrecords.com 
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Omni HUT 


FAOLYNESIAN RESTAURANT 


WORLD 
FAMOUS 
FOODS 


“Created in a million miles of travel” 


OREN: 


TUESDAY - Saturday 
9:00PM - 9:30PM 


CLOSED SUNDAYS & MONDAYS: 
B.¥.0.B. 


HiGHWaY 41 & 7OsoutH 
SMUYPNa, TeNNessee 


(615) 459-4870 


WWW.OMNIHUT.COM 


po Bougo Fury’s 


Rincon Yrading Post 


Mysteries ofthe South Seas 

Rare Objects 

Tropical Decor 

R427 @lycos.com Lost Films 


RULER WE ee ew 
ORIGINAL ART - PRINTS 
MUGS - GLASSWARE 
T-SHIRTS & MORE! 


www.radiofreecatlandia.com | 


eatured Artist 


Robert Jiménez - Making the “Last Call at Tikilandia’ 


Story by Tom Duncan 
Images courtesy of Robert Jiménez and, where noted, The Walt Disney Company 


Artist Robert Jiménez with actress Dawn Wells at The Hukilau 2015... Dawn is best known for her role as Mary Ann in the television 
sitcom series, Gilligan's Island 


Artist Robert Jiménez was born in the Manhattan bor- 
ough of New York City. His parents emigrated to the 
United States from Cuba in the late 1950s, during the 
time of the Cuban Revolution. Robert and his older 
brother Del grew up amidst the brownstones and green 
spaces of Park Slope in Brooklyn. There he attended the 
Catholic parish school of St. John the Evangelist. Outside 
of school, Robert and his brother enjoyed playing stick- 
ball in the streets and baseball in a nearby park. 


Robert's painting, “Mary Ann of the South Seas,” portraying the beloved Gilligan's Island 
character... this painting was part of Robert's exhibition at The Hukilau 2015 
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Featured Artist continue 


There were frequent trips to the corner newsstand to purchase comic 
books. Imaginations soared on the superheroes of Marvel and DC 
Comics. Favorites were the Fantastic Four, drawn by George Pérez, 
Batman and Aquaman, drawn by Jim Aparo, and Green Lantern/Green 
Arrow, drawn by Neal Adams. The action-packed images awakened a 
nascent creativity in the two brothers. Soon they began drawing their 
own comic book art, encouraged by both parents. Robert's dad had 
an undeveloped talent along the same lines. Robert pursued art with a 
sustained passion and would ultimately make it his profession. 


Sunday television feature films on New York City’s WPIX-TV Channel 
11 were to leave a lasting imprint that would later reappear in various 
elements of Robert's art. These ranged from the comedic adventures 
of Abbott & Costello and the Marx Brothers to the B-movie horror and 
science fiction flicks that followed later in the afternoon. Prominent 
among these was Planet of the Apes and its sequels. Cornelius, the 
film's chimpanzee archaeologist played by Roddy McDowall, really 
captivated the young artist's mind. Anthropomorphic chimps would 
star in many of Robert's works to come. 


‘Last Call at Tikilandia,” Robert's first casting of a chimp (Julius) with Tiki... this was computergenerated 
art that started life as-a pencil drawing that was then scanned and finished in Adobe Photoshop 


When Robert was thirteen, the family moved from Brooklyn, New York 
to Miami, Florida. He continued with his comic book drawings through 
his late teens, even submitting a few to publishers. They were all re- 
jected, occasionally with the courtesy of constructive feedback. As he 
matured, Robert realized that he didn’t really have the patience for cre- 
ating the repetitive sequential art required for this kind of publication 
Undaunted by the experience, he adjusted his dreams and aspirations 
accordingly. 


After graduating from public high school, Robert attended Miami Dade 
Community College (MDCC), now known as Miami Dade College, and 
acquired a degree in Commercial Art and Advertising Design. With the 
advent of desktop publishing on personal computers in the 1980s, 
he returned to MDCC to develop expertise with the new technology. 


For a few years, Robert freelanced as a paste-up artist for advertising 
layout. Initially, there was steady work. Then the economy subsided, 
so it was necessary to take on jobs unrelated to art. One of these 
was with the grants department at the University of Miami Medical 


Center. This job had some useful perks, as it 
gave Robert access to film and screenwriting 
courses at the university. Then Univision, the 
largest U.S. Spanish language broadcast tele- 
vision network, came calling on a medical art 
colleague there, who sent them to Robert. For 
the next eighteen years, Robert would work at 
Univision creating illustrations and animated 
graphics for broadcast TV, from on-air news to 
live children’s programs. This would occasion- 
ally include set decorations and props. 


During his days working for the University 
of Miami, Robert frequented a bookstore in 
Hialeah, a city bordering Miami to the north- 
west. The bookstore was located on Hialeah 
Drive, informally known as “Zero Street,” as it 
was between NE 1* and SE 1* Streets. When 
later seeking a catchy name for a web site 
to showcase and sell his art, Robert recalled 
this. Henceforth, you would find his art on 
zerostreet.com. In the future, that would be 
joined by a second web site, tikitower.com. 


About half-way through his tenure at Univi- 
sion, Robert began to actively produce his 
own artwork. In 2007, he started with his 
Screamin’ Chimp, marketing it as T-shirt art 
for online, on-demand stores such as Zazzle 
and CafePress. One of the illustrators that he 
followed on Twitter at the time, Ryan Milner, 
intrigued him with a series of Moai-like stone 
face drawings. This catalyzed Robert's interest 
in Tiki. His first Tiki art followed, created initial- 
ly as pencil drawings that were scanned and 
digitally finished in Adobe Photoshop. Among 
these early works was his first to cast Tiki with 
a chimp, Last Call at Tikilandia. This would 
later be the title and cover of his first book 
of collected works published in 2011, featur- 
ing finished art, process shots and sketches 
of such diverse subjects as comedians, presi- 
dents, cartoon characters, holiday icons, mad 
scientists, chimps and Tikis. As a companion 
to the book, an iPhone/iPad app called Tiki- 
landia was developed and distributed via the 
Apple iTunes Store. It contains an embedded 
bonus app, Ask the Tiki God! 


With a newly kindled interest in Tiki, Robert 
eventually found his way onto Tiki Central, the 
online mecca for Tikiphiles. There he found a 
thriving and friendly crowd of talented artists 
who were generous in sharing experiences 
and advice. In particular, Brad “Tiki Shark” 
Parker reached out and encouraged Robert to 
move from computer-generated art to paint- 
ings. He took that advice and painted his first 
acrylic on wood, Gathering Storm, in 2009. He 
loved doing it and, from that point on, primar- 
ily created his art that way, with acrylic paint 
on wood being the preferred medium/base 
combination. Others who were similarly help- 
ful and influential included Tom “Thor” Thor- 
darson, Ken Ruzic, Doug Horne, Tom “Bigtoe” 


STARRING KEN RUZIC * TOM LAURA * DOUG HORNE « El GATO GOMEZ 

4. “" Wendy Cevola * Sam Gambino Dawn Frasier Brad Parker * Thor 
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“Monster from the Marquesas,” Robert's tribute painting to the artists and friends on Tiki Central who encouraged and inspired him 


Laura and El Gato Gomez. Robert recently painted a tribute to these artists in the form of a faux 
B-movie horror film poster, Monster from the Marquesas. 


A central influence on Robert's art may be found in the old pulp magazines of the 1930s and 
1940s. Particularly influential are the magazine cover images of The Shadow by George Rozen, 
The Spider by Rafael de Soto and Doc Savage by Brooklyn artist Walter Baumhofer. When the 
project does not demand otherwise, Robert strives to convey a feeling of nostalgia in his art and 
an old, worn look, as if it were newly discovered among aging artifacts in an attic or museum 
vault. And, like the pulp magazine art, he tries to impart a sense of narrative, some sort of untold 
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| Featured Ar tist (continued) 


An artist colleague at Univision gave Robert the idea of using the lid of 
a wood cigar box as a canvas for his art. It proved to be a perfect sur- 
face. His first was Cigar Box Tiki. Others followed, including Tikilandia 
Floor Show and one of his personal favorites, Uncle Max. Robert has 
also expressed his creativity in sculpted forms, including Tiki pendants, 
a Marquesan bust and Tiki mugs, the latter on a collaborative basis 
with other artists. His first Tiki mug project was Mug of the Fisherman’s 
God, a cooperative effort with John Mulder of Eekum Bookum. The 
Stowaway Mug followed. The next project was the Tuhuka Mug, jointly 
created with Gecko of South Sea Arts. 


If you are into audio exotica, you've likely encountered Robert's art 
on LP and CD album covers. This would include Russell Mofsky and 
the Gold Dust Lounge’s Lost Sunset album, as well as Drew Farmer 
and the Stolen Idols’ Moonlight Offerings. In 2014 and 2015, Robert 
was asked to participate in group “Analog Art: Where Art Meets Vinyl” 
shows hosted by Sweat Records in Miami. There he exhibited original 
works painted onto LP record album covers. 


“Backstage at the Mai Kai,” one of Robert's paintings illustrating faux aging effects imparted by, for example, 
lightly sanding the edges 


The CD and LP cover art for Gold Dust Lounge’s “Lost Sunset” album was Robert's original work 


More recently, Robert painted a number of images based on the popu- 
lar space western sci-fi television series, Firefly, which originally ap- 
peared on the Fox network in 2002. These were produced as a collect- 
ible trading card set, Firefly: The Verse, by The Upper Deck Company. 
Other trading card art work has appeared'in Upper Deck’s Marvel 
Premier and Guardians of the Galaxy sets; Topps’ Star Wars, Return 
of the Jedi, Garbage Pail Kids and Mars Attacks: Invasion sets; and 
Cryptozoic Entertainment's DC Epic Battles and Adventure Time sets. 


Robert's art has shown in galleries that include the Harold Golen Gal- 
lery in Miami, Florida; Elroy Artspace Gallery in Portland, Oregon; M 
Modern Gallery in Palm Springs, California; Bear and Bird Boutique + 
Gallery in Lauderhill, Florida; Creature Features in Burbank, California 
and WonderGround Gallery in the Downtown Disney® District at the 
Disneyland® Resort in Anaheim, California. It is no coincidence that 


Tuhuka Tiki Mugs, from the collaboration of Robert and Gecko of South Seas Art in Makakilo, Hawai’ 
story, as if one is viewing but a brief moment in a larger tale that is 


unfolding. Reflecting on the extent of this influence, Robert refers to 
his predominant art style as “Tiki Pulp.” 
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“The Fisherman God's Dilemma’ is one of Roberl’s works adorning the wall of the author's home Tiki bar 
q i, 


One of Robert's images for Upper Deck’s ‘Firefly: The Verse” collectible trading card set, based on a popular 
space western sci-fi television series 


his friend and fellow artist El Gato Gomez often exhibits in the same 
gallery shows, as her works also have a retro vibe that is influenced by 
vintage sci-fi and mid-century graphic illustrations. 


One of his paintings holds a special place in Robert's heart. In Koshi 
Greets the Storm, a chimp with Tiki drink in hand serenely faces into 
the wind while one hell of a storm is breaking around him. He is seem- 
ingly oblivious to the power of the storm and, in fact, appears to be 
savoring each moment. He is alone in this, as even the Marquesan Tiki 
he sits atop has its back to the wind. Individuals facing such diverse 
hardships as life-threatening illness, the tragedy of losing someone 
close and unending job strife have all thanked Robert for the inner 
strength that this particular image has evoked, helping them weather 
their own circumstances. 


A welcome change of pace came to Robert in January of this year. 
After decades of working under the intense pressure of daily deadlines 
associated with commercial network television, he was offered and 
accepted a position with the School Board of Broward County, Florida. 
There he creates on-air graphics and animation for educational and 
community programming broadcast on the school system's own tele- 
vision station. It is much the same job that he held at Univision, but 
worlds apart in demand and stress level. One can expect that his 

wife and children appreciate a more relaxed husband and dad. 

For the rest of us, we can be happy that Robert has more time 

for creating great art! 


Detail of “Rongo the Everbearer,” Robert's acrylic on wood panel painting of a Tiki god featured in Walt Disney's 
Enchanted Tiki Room and commissioned by WonderGround Gallery in the Downtown Disney® District at the 
Disneyland® Resort (image ©Disney 2014, used with permission) 


The imagery in “Koshi Greets the Storm” has helped others find the inner strength to weather adversity in their 
lives, something that makes this painting of his very special to Robert 
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Everything Old is Fashionably New 


Story by Ray Boylan 
Images provided by Retro Ruthie 


Denise expanded her efforts into the realm 
of beading. She manufactured jewelry. and 
accent pieces that had the same inspirational 
and entertainment value as her earlier work 
with paper. Attending shows in various ven- 
ues she had built a following and market for 
her creations. It was fun, exciting and fulfill- 
ing but nowhere near as impactful as her fu- 
ture work was to become. Her first love has 
always been Tiki and Hawaiiana. 


She was always a fan of vintage clothing. 
The problem with that clothing is sizing. You 
see, very rarely do you find sizes that will fit a 
person larger than what was considered the 
norm decades ago. So, armed with her col- 
lection of retro patterns and vintage fabrics 
Denise produced outfits for herself to wear 
on special occasions. Then, in 2012, she de- 
cided to share her retro creations with the 
world of Tiki. 


In August of 2012, Denise was scheduled 
to vend at Tiki Oasis in San Diego. She aug- 
mented her creations with some summer 
tops she had created. The style and hand- 
crafted quality of the garments made them 
an immediate hit with people attending the 
event. One attendee turned out to be very 
fortuitous for Denise. Susanna Thomas of 
Vestige Photography was impressed with 
the vintage inspired tops, with their custom 
tailored lines. She took pictures of the items 
and posted them on line. The rest, as they 
say was history. 


Denise immediately had dozens of followers 
on line all requesting product and ordering 
information, and word of her beautiful cre- 
ations continued to spread fast. Her popular- 


ity grew geometrically and her reputation for 
quality creations fostered a huge demand. 
Her immediate need was one of branding. 
The styles were retro, the vibe was retro, but 
the name Denise was not. She branded her 
operation “Retro Ruthie”, an homage to her 
mother, who was very influential in the de- 
velopment of her creativity. The name is old 
school and the alliterative double “R” was as 
genius a natural fit as the outfits that carried 
that name on their label. She outgrew her 
home sewing room and expanded to a much 
more conducive work shop. Branding, facili- 
ties and demand all met in a perfect com- 
bination to launch Denise's company on a 
course of success. 


Her business approach was innovative and 
refreshingly, user friendly. She corresponds 
with her large fan base of customers on a 
regular basis, incorporating their feedback 
into her products. She has manufactured 
items requested by customers from fabrics 
that range from bed sheets to curtains. Her 
approach to fabric selection offers custom- 
ers, what in today’s marketplace is a unique 
option. 


Denise and her husband of twenty two years, 
Jim, travel about in a blue, white and orange 
Blue Bird bus christened the Mai Tai Fine. 
That's a name that got its start as a drink of- 
fered in their home Tiki bar. That name is also 
used in portions of her clothing line. She has 
now made a fundamental part of all those 
trips hunting for unique and appropriate fab- 
tic for her Retro Ruthie line. Either over the 
road, or on trips to Hawaii. Yet another op- 
tion open to customers is choosing a garment 
crafted in one of her fabrics, or that customer 


can send her their own fabric to have her 
work her magic on. She actually has some 
customers who send her fabric on a regular 
basis, with a standing order to populate their 
wardrobe with Retro Ruthie designs. 


She continues to vend at events from the 
International Tiki Marketplace, to Tiki Oasis. 
When you attend these events and meet De- 
nise and Jim, you will immediately recognize 
why Retro Ruthie is as successful as it is. 


For more information on Retro Ruthie, 
from products to event schedules go to 
RetroRuthieShop.com. 
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Craig Hermann & Heather Greggs 
The Monkey Hut in Portland, OR 
Photography by Jeff Kunkle 
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Mid-Century Treasure on Floridas Gold Coast 


By Tom Duncan 


Photos and graphics from personal collection of author unless otherwise cited 


The late 1940s were a quiet time on Fort Lauderdale 
Beach. There were no crowds of spring breakers then 
and only three hotels on the entire beach. Those ho- 
tels catered to a narrow, formal clientele. During the 
hottest months of the year, they closed, as there was 
no air conditioning. George W. “Bob” Gill, Jr. saw a 
wonderful business opportunity in this situation. He 
and his dad had already built hundreds of homes in 
Fort Lauderdale. It was time to do something a little 
different. Bob Gill had a vision of Fort Lauderdale 
as vacation resort where everyone could have “fun 
in the sun.’ So he built his first hotel and named it 
The Escape, intending that everyone experience the 
kind of escape to relaxation, informality and tropical 
splendor that he had on moving there from Chicago. 
The Escape was the first hotel in Fort Lauderdale to 
have a swimming pool. It was also the first to have air 
conditioning in every room, making it a year-round 
resort. The opening on New Year's Eve in 1949 was 
perfectly timed to introduce the first post-World War 
ll decade. Bob Gill had served as a U.S. Navy Chief in 
the Pacific during the war. He knew that people were 
looking to put the horror and hardships of that period 
behind them. 


Graphic image from a brochure advising that you 
“Plot your course for a pertect vacation at the Jolly Roger Hotel’ 


& 


The Atlantic coast of Southeast Florida from West Palm Beach to Miami is known as Flor- 
ida’s Gold Coast. This name arose from its association as a playground of the rich and 
famous. The region has a wealth of historic treasure in the form of Mid-Century Modern 
buildings in an architectural style known as Miami Modern (MiMo). MiMo is characterized 
by themes of glamor, fun and sensational excess. The heritage resort hotels along Miami 
Beach typify the style. A surviving remnant on the beach of Fort Lauderdale is the former 
Jolly Roger Hotel, the second of Bob Gill's resorts. Built in 1953 as a roguish bit of whimsy, 
its pirate themed accommodations would beckon even the likes of Jack Sparrow. 


The Escape was constructed as a series of two-story buildings 
connected by breezeways and outdoor lounging areas. They 
were in a curved design reminiscent of the Quonset hut on 
Samar Island in the Philippines where Bob built his Chief's 
bar. Everything was tropical... rattan furniture, lushly land- 
scaped courtyards and a cocktail lounge called the Malaysian 
Room that featured a massive South Seas mural. The mural 
was by John de Groot, a famous Fort Lauderdale artist and 
muralist. His work adorned a number of Mid-Century Modern 
buildings in the area, often in mosaic tile designs. Other ho- 
tel amenities included cabaret entertainment and a nine-hole 
pitch-and-putt golf course. 


The Escape was a huge success 
from the start. Bob Gill more than 
doubled the size of the hotel 


The Jolly Roger SFXoxoxAUKes 


from its original 52 rooms, then added two dining rooms and a dance 
floor. It was again time to do something else... build another hotel. So 
he called on his Miami architect, Tony Sherman, to design a hotel with 
a nautical, even piratical theme to be sited on a prime piece of prop- 
erty located just across Highway A1A from the Atlantic Ocean at 619 


Jolly Roger Hotel postcard image circa 1960s... “Right on the beach, the Jolly Roger overlooks the fabled Span- 
ish Main. Today, colorful yachts sail the blue Gulf Stream where long ago buccaneers chased treasure-laden 
galleons.” (quote from brochure) 


Circa 1950s postcards of the Jolly Roger... “Walking the plank is fun because just off the end is our big fresh 
water swimming pool, crystal clear and inviting for a frolic. Heave your worries overboard and drop anchor in 
the sun-filled tropic patio where you can snooze in soft lounge chairs while the Trade Winds rustle the coconut 
palms.” (quote from brochure) 
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North Fort Lauderdale Beach Boulevard. On July 29, 1953, a skull and 
crossbones flag was hoisted above the resulting creation, signaling the 
opening of the Jolly Roger Hotel. 
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Jolly Roger Hotel postcard image circa 1950s 
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The Jolly Roger was cast in the motif of a pirate-ship. The nautical 
theme was everywhere. Dominating the structure was a great smoke 
stack on the roof, complete with a crow’s nest, above which fluttered 
that pirate’s skull and crossbones flag. There were simulated porthole 
windows, painted in bright colors like the Wonder Bread logo. The 
whole exterior, right up to the curved front, simulated a galleon run- 
ning before the wind. Instead of stairs, a gentle ramp connected the 
three levels. On the floor of the oval swimming pool were skull and 
crossbones mosaic tiles, designed by John de Groot. 


Jolly Roger Hotel postcard image circa 1970s. 
pletely and comfortably air conditioned fore and aft, aloft and alow.” (quote from brochure) 


“No shivering timbers for our guests as the Jolly Roger is com- 


The lower deck was dominated by a wall of native coral overlooking a 
decorative pool in the lobby. A 25-foot waterfall splashed down into 
the lobby pool which served as home to two flamingoes and two 
Asiatic ducks. The flamingoes and ducks didn’t get along very well, but 
their squabbles entertained the guests. 


A huge model of a famous 17" century Spanish treasure ship, the 
Nuesta Sefiora de Atocha, hung from the lobby ceiling. The real Nues- 
ta Sefiora de Atocha was bound from Havana, Cuba to Madrid, Spain 
in September of 1622 when it encountered a severe hurricane and 
sank on the coral reefs off Dry Tortugas, about 35 miles west of Key 
West. The Atocha wreck and its mother lode of silver, gold, and emer- 
alds were finally discovered in 1985 by the son of the famed treasure 
hunter, Mel Fisher, after a search of more than 16 years. 


Jolly Roger lobby pool, inhabited by live flamingoes and Asiatic ducks. 
the Jolly Roger! From the piratical motif of our decor to the expert service of our staff, everything is provided for 
@ wonderful Florida holiday.” (ohoto and quote from brochure) 


“A treasure is how our guests describe 


Adding to the buccaneering spirit was the hotel's cocktail lounge, 
called the Rogue's Roost. Bob Gill knew what a good bar should 
look like, based on his Navy days in the South Pacific. He fashioned 
bar stools from rum barrels and set them around a curved bar. The 
Rogue's Roost also offered meals in an informal setting. The menu 
would have been perfectly suitable for Captain Jack Sparrow's Johnny 
Depp's) pirate ship, the Black Pearl, from the Disney Pirates of the 
Caribbean film series. For a mere “20 clams,” you could order “Oysters 
on the Half Skull” as an appetizer. For an entrée, there was “Mermaid 
sans Culottes,” priced at “a king’s ransom.” At a “buck-an-ear,” you 
could have corn as a side dish. Dessert was “Rum Pie with Chaser” for 
“two farthings.” The beverage of choice was “Bucket of Blood (Fresh)” 
for “two doubloons.” 


After dark, the Rogue's Roost hosted the hotel's evening entertain- 
ment. The atmosphere was a bit more formal, and shorts were no lon- 
ger acceptable attire. To entertain his guests, Bob Gill hired top-notch 
night club performers. Perhaps the most enduring was the musical 
comedy duo of Ralph Michaels and Duke Stewart (later Sharkey Nada- 
oka), appearing as the Punchinellos. They had started in Clearwater 
Beach in 1953. With growing success, they received bookings at night 
clubs in St. Louis, where they worked with Frances Langford, Ben Blue 
and Rudy Vallee, as well as in Detroit and other major cities. Initially 


of Nuesta Sefiora de Atocha hung from the 
ceiling... “Nuesta Sefora, famed Span- 
ish galleon, floats in air in the Jolly Roger 
lobby where huge plate glass walls provide 
@ sweeping view of the blue Atlantic.” (photo 
and quote from brochure) 


J Jolly Roger lobby area where a large model 
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club in your fiving room” 


Menu from the Jolly Roger's cocktail lounge, the Rogue's Roost 


Dining in the Jolly Roger's Rogue's Roost, with entertainment by the Punchinellos... “Yo! Ho! Ho! And a mug of 
grog! That's the theme of the Rogue's Roost, where you can perch on an upturned rum keg and drink a toast 
to John Henry Morgan or Blackbeard! Year ‘round after dark entertainment." (photo and quote from brochure) 


appearing at the Jolly Roger in 1955, they would later rotate among 
this and the other Gill Hotels for the next thirty years. While perform- 
ing live at the Jolly Roger in 1958, the Punchinellos recorded a vinyl LP 
under the Duo Records label (CP-1), The Punchinellos Party Platter, 
promoted on the album cover as “a saucy serving of fun for your next 
party” and “a night club in your living room." 


Other artists recorded vinyl LPs live at the Jolly Roger as well. These 
were under the Art Records label founded in 1945 by Harold Doane, 
doing business as the American Recording and Transcription Service or 
ART Service. The ART Service was originally located at the Cadillac Ho- 
tel in Miami Beach. It later relocated to Miami, then Fort Lauderdale. 
The Art label specialized in recording the night club acts and artists of 
South Florida, the Bahamas, and Panama. In 1965, Ronnie Prophet, a 
Canadian-borne country musician and comedian, recorded an album 
(ALP-43) titled with his name, Ronnie Prophet, at the Jolly Roger Hotel 
in Ft. Lauderdale and the Jack Tar Grand Bahama Hotel. In 1999, he 
was inducted into the Canadian Country Music Hall. of Fame and was 
most recently active at shows in Branson, Missouri. 


Another group that recorded a vinyl LP at the 
Jolly Roger under the Art label was the Scott 
Thompson Trio. Their album (ALP-74) of vocal 
and instrumental music tracks was released in 
1968 with the title, The Scott Thomson Trio at 
the Jolly Roger, and recorded live in Rogue's 
Roost. It featured an introduction by Allan 
Gendron, the Jolly Roger's General Manager at 
the time. The album's cover noted that “the 
sounds are candid and totally honest, as is the 
sincere applause of the assembled tipplers.” 


Les Romer and Harry Howard were another 
musical comedy duo who regaled the Jolly 
Roger's guests with song and satire. While 
Les Romer had his home in Fort Lauderdale, 


In 1958, the musical comedy duo of Ralph Michaels and Duke 


Stewart recorded “The Punchinellos Party Platter” while per- Harry Howard hailed from Los Angeles. During 
forming live in the Jolly Roger's Rogue's Roost... this vinyl LP World War II, Howard had worked at a Califor- 
offered “a saucy serving of fun for your next party” and “a night nia aircraft plant riveting twin tail assemblies 


on P-38 Lightning fighters. The two had started 
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Jolly Roger match cover images 


working together on the stage in 1952, with Romer at the piano and 
Howard performing pantomimes and, when called for, at the drums. 
Interestingly, Romer and Howard met John D. MacDonald, author of 
the Travis McGee detective mystery novels, while doing a Sarasota gig. 
John D. had always had aspirations to be a comedy writer. He later 
sent them some comedy routines he had drafted but never got a re- 
sponse. But, according to Hugh Merrill's book, The Red Hot Typewriter: 
The Life and Times of John D. MacDonald, John D. eventually found a 
receptive audience in Dan Rowan, star of the smash television comedy 
hit, Laugh-in. They would become good friends. 


Then there was Bonnie Anderson with her “saucy songs and spicy sto- 
ties,” who regularly entertained at Gill Hotels for more than 20 years. 
Before she came to Fort Lauderdale, Bonnie performed in a number of 
night clubs across the country, including Diamond Jim’s in Minnesota. 


Map No. 32 Phone LO 4-3211 
JOLLY ROGER HOTEL, Rogue’s Roost 
619 N. Atlantic Blvd., Fort Lauderdale 

You will enjoy the excellent 

cuisine in the Rogue's Roost, 

the colorful dining room with 

Spanish Main theme. Duck on 

a plank & broiled sirloin steaks 

are super. Breakfast 8-12 Noon, 

Lunch 12-3 P.M, Dinner 5:30- 

11:00 From $1.50. Crow’s Ne: 

10-6 P.M. Sandwiches & Bar. 

Rogue’s Roost Lounge 10 A.M.- 

2 A.M. Entertainment 9-2 A.M. 


ROMER and HOWARD Comedy Team 


In the Gold Coast Sun Spots entertainment weekly from September of 1958 was this ad for Les Romer and Harry 
Howard performing at the Jolly Roger (from the personal collection of Nani Maka) 


Bonnie recorded two vinyl LPs under the Art Records label at another 
Gill Hotel. The first (ALP-36) was in 1964, The Unpredictable Bonnie 
Anderson Wrecks “The Wreck.” The second (ALP-67) was in 1968, The 
Unpredictable Bonnie Anderson Wrecks “The Wreck” Again! Bonnie 
often performed at the Jolly Roger, exchanging hotel venues with the 
Punchinellos. 
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Gill Hotel dining and entertainment ad from back of 1962 New York Yankees Spring Training Guidebook. ...note that 
the Punchinellos were the featured performers at the Jolly Roger 


Guests at the Jolly Roger could also choose to dine in the glass-walled 
Anchor Dining Room. It featured a pirate mural and such entrees as 
“Fried Chicken on a Plank” and “Mermaid under Glass,” the latter for 
“50 doubloons.” Whether one chose Rogue's Roost or the Anchor Din- 
ing Room, you were dining in air-conditioned comfort. For light snacks 
and cocktails outside, there were the Crow's Nest and Sun Deck. 


The Jolly Roger's guest rooms were designed so that each had a view 
of the ocean. Upper floor units had balconies. On top, there was a 


Dining in the Jolly Roger's Anchor Room, with @ pirate mural setting the mood... “Swap some swag for food fit for é aa 
a pirate king in the glass-walled Jolly Roger Anchor Room. Ask for our special menu which features ‘Mermaid under the heat to air-conditioned comfort. 
Glass" for 50 doublons!” (photo and quote from brochure) 


LUNCHEON 
special 


Menu presenting the Jolly Roger's dining options, inside folding postcard 


Jolly Roger folding postcard with menu inside 


luxurious penthouse suite. The huge expanse of glass at the front of 
the Jolly Roger made for a very large picture window looking out onto 
the Atlantic Ocean. In Bob Gill's first hotel, the Escape, there was an 
air conditioner in each room. In the Jolly Roger, climate control had 
evolved to central air conditioning, the first for a hotel on Fort Lauder- 

: dale Beach. This was very appealing to the vacationing public, espe- 
a S cially families, who could now come to Florida for a summer vacation 
when school was out and have fun in the sun on the beach, yet escape 


Jolly Roger hotel room with nautical drapes... “Like a Captain's stateroom, each of the 100 spacious guest rooms, Riviera suites and efficiencies has private 
bath, luxurious furnishings and a view of the ocean. Air conditioned and TV of course. (photo and quote from brochure) 
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The Jolly Roger (continued) Ce) P 


For a brief few days in the winter of 1962, the Jolly Roger played host 
to Hollywood actress, entertainer and iconic blonde bombshell, Jane 
Mansfield, along with her actor/bodybuilder husband, Mickey Hargi- 
tay, the former Mr. Universe of 1955. They were in New York when a 
major snowstorm struck and looked for a place to stay in sunny South 
Florida, where they could celebrate their fourth wedding anniversary. 
Most of the hotels in Fort Lauderdale were already full. Jack Drury, the 
public relations representative for Gill Hotels, came to the rescue and 
arranged for them to stay at the Jolly Roger. They arrived on February 
5, 1962. In his 2008 book, Fort Lauderdale: Playground of the Stars, 
Drury wrote that Mansfield, ever hungry for publicity, agreed to pro- 
motional photos on the outside deck of the hotel. There she donned 
a pirate’s hat and carried a fake sword while hamming it up with her 
“captive” husband. She also posed for photos in a bikini in front of the 
hotel sign. That night, the two of them visited three other Gill Hotels 
and signed autographs, creating a sensation wherever they went. 


During their rounds at the various Gill Hotels, Mansfield and Hargitay 
learned that the British Colonial Hotel in Nassau, Bahamas was also 
a Gill Hotel. So they asked if they could visit there as well. Jack Drury 
made the arrangements and off they flew to Nassau with Drury on 
February 7, 1962. They checked into the hotel and attended photo 
sessions with the Bahamas News Bureau at the beach and hotel pool. 
Then Drury took Mansfield and Hargitay out on a ski boat for more 
photos by the Bahamas Tourist Board. After that, Mansfield asked if 
they could go over to a small, remote island she could see in the dis- 
tance for a bit of private relaxation. Drury obliged and took them there 
in the ski boat. Suddenly, as if on Gilligan's Island, a tropical thunder- 
storm struck with great intensity, smashing the boat against the reef 
and leaving the three of them stranded in wet swimsuits with no cover 
nor provisions. When the boat was not returned by evening, authori- 


AP Wirephoto of actress Jayne Mansfield (wrapped in a blanket) being helped off a yacht in Nassau by her husband, 
Mickey Hargitay, and an unidentified woman following rescue from remote Rose Island on February 8, 1962... there 
Mansfield, Hargitay and Gill Hotel publicist Jack Drury were stranded overnight when a sudden storm smashed their 
boat on the reef, leaving them in wet bathing suits without cover and food 
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Bob Gill advertised the Jolly Roger in the Wall Street Journal, and it 
became a very popular vacation destination. The hotel was often full 
and enjoyed success as a year-round resort. He began in 1953 with 
50 rooms and expanded it to 112 rooms by the late 1950s. An active 
member and president of the local Chamber of Commerce, Gill real- 
ized that there was an unmet need for luxurious places to hold busi- 
ness meetings. So he added a 200-seat conference center to the Jolly 


The Miami News headline of February 8, 1962 after Jane Mansfield, her husband Mickey Hargitay and Gill Hotel 
publicist Jack Drury failed to return to Nassau in the Bahamas the prior day after an afternoon ski boat outing 


ties were notified and the news of the missing celebrity broke world- Roger in the mid-1950s and called it the Buccaneer Room. Gill found 
wide. At dawn the next morning, a massive search began. The U.S. that it was more fun building hotels than houses. And both the Escape 
Coast Guard sent an amphibious plane from Miami to assist the local and Jolly Roger had been financially rewarding. So, it was time to build 


authorities. As the morning wore on, their capsized boat was found off another hotel. His next hotel, the Yankee Clipper, would be the flag- 
the waters of Rose Island. A search of the island turned up the missing ship of the Gill Hotel chain. It would also become a Fort Lauderdale 
threesome. On their return to Nassau, Mansfield went straight to the landmark and a crowning achievement for Tony Sherman, his Miami 
hospital. Hargitay and Drury returned to the British Colonial Hotel for architect. 

a bath, change of clothes and food. 
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The Sea Club Resort exists today in place of the original Jolly Roger, which underwent a multimillion dollar renovation that preserved much of the historic beachside structure of the original hotel (photo from www.seaclubresort.com) 


If you're looking for the Jolly Roger in today's Fort Lauderdale, you 
can still find it at 619 North Fort Lauderdale Beach Boulevard. But it is 
now known as the Sea Club Resort. It remains a popular beach hotel, 
especially for international visitors. In 2009, the Broward Trust for His- 
toric Preservation and the current hotel owners came to an agreement 
that designated the east end of the original Jolly Roger hotel building, 
including the lobby area, a historic structure. This came after almost 
three years of negotiation to balance the community's desire to pre- 
serve Fort Lauderdale’s mid-century modern heritage against the po- 
tential economic injury to the hotel’s owner-developer. Since then, the 
hotel has undergone a multimillion dollar renovation that preserved to 
a large degree the original character of the Jolly Roger beachside struc- 
ture. In place of the Rogue's Roost, there is now the Studio 619 

night club and lounge. There is also casual dining and cocktail 
service with spectacular ocean views at the hotel's restaurant, j 
The Deck, where you might yet encounter a pirate. 


Epilogue: The stars aligned in a most unusual way at Gill Hotels in 
February of 1962. In that singular month, Jane Mansfield, known as 
the “working man’s Monroe,” would stay at the Jolly Roger. Later that 
same month, Marilyn Monroe herself would stay a short distance 
away at another Gill Hotel, the Yankee Clipper. Neither would ever 
return. Both were to suffer tragic endings. Marilyn’s life would end 
that same year in a fog of barbiturates. Jane Mansfield would die five 
years later as the car she was riding in rear-ended at high speed a 
tractor-trailer hidden in a fog of mosquito spray. One of the survivors 
of that terrible accident was Mansfield’s three-year-old daughter with 
Mickey Hargitay, Mariska. We know her today from her role as De- 
tective Olivia Benson in the long-running primetime television crime 
drama series, Law & Order: Special Victims Unit. 


Acknowledgements: | owe a special thanks to Linda Gill Morgan for 
sharing an unpublished memoir by her father, Bob Gill, a visionary 
who built most of mid-century Fort Lauderdale’s homes and founded 
the Gill Hotel chain. 


At the Sea Club Resort, one may still encounter a pirate near the bar of The Deck Restaurant, no doubt looking for a 
tankard of grog (photo from facebook.com/TheDeckRestaurantAtSeaCiubResort) 
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The Art of Tiki Architecture 

by Scott Schell 

Images provided from the collection of Scott Schell 

(with contributions from Jon & Lynn Bortles and Sven Kirsten) 
This edition of Collectors Corner examines the architectural styles of the Polynesian Pop establishments that dotted the American land- 
scape from coast to coast in the 1950s and ’60s. The Tiki motels, restaurants and apartments of the era often used architectural renderings 


and artist sketches of the buildings for advertising in the form of postcards, matchbooks, menus, napkins and brochures. Many of the 
renderings came from the architects themselves, while others were commissioned to talented commercial artists. 


A BEACH, FLORIDA 


LETS STAY THERE! 


The most prevalent use of architectural drawings on postcards, brochures and 
matchbooks came from the Tiki motels and hotels that stretched across the country. 
In many instances the renderings were more fanciful and intricate than the actual 
finished product; architects’ dreams as it were! In keeping with their South Seas 
motifs, the motels were emblazoned with exotic names such as the Aku Aku, Makai, 
Leilani, Tropics, Polynesian, Outrigger, Aloha and Islander to name just a few. 
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Not to be outdone by the mid-century motels, the Tiki 
restaurants and lounges of the day also used a variety 
of architectural images on their menus, matchbooks, 
napkins and postcards. The larger menu and postcard 
images were generally more detailed than the smaller 
matchbook illustrations, which tended to be interpre- 
tive in nature. A myriad of Tiki restaurants, ranging from 
the famous (Kahiki, Trader Vic's, Mai Kai), to the lesser 
known (lulian’s, Polynesia, Leilani) documented their 
Tiki style on these transitory pieces of paper ephemera. 
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CHARCOAL BROILER 
RESTAURANT 


Wine List 


525 SEPULVEDA BLVD. 
EL SEGUNDO, CALIF. 


SOUTH PACIFIC POLYNESIAN RESTAURANT 
On U. S. Route #1 (Biscayne Blvd.) South of Hollywood, Fla. 
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LIVING IN PARADISE 


Without a doubt Polynesian style apartments and housing tracts are the most difficult subject 
matter to unearth paper documentation on. The best bet is to find prints or photos of the actual 
architectural renderings that were produced when the buildings were first developed. There 
were also rare instances when the apartments produced postcards or brochures that con- 
tained illustrated images of the buildings and the grounds. | have been lucky enough to) 
come across a few of these hard-to-find gems over my years of collecting. 


Free gifts 
for everyone 


Free refreshments 


FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
ONE BEDROOM AND SINGLE APARTMENTS 
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www.ohairemotorinn.com 
Downtown Great Falls, Montana 
800-332-9819 
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IMPORT / WHOLESALE / TROPICAL DECOR 
Bamboo Poles & Fencing 
Carved Masks 6 Shields 
Hawaiian Paper Goods 
Palm Leaf Thatching 
Lauhala Mattings 


Nautical Decor 


Carved Tikis 
Hawaii Art 
Simee 1956 


12414 Whittier Blvd, 
Whittier, Ca, 90602 

Tel: 562-698-6960 

Fax: 562-945-0868 
KKK 


WWW.OCEANICARTS.NET - EMAIL: NG NET 
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“Hosting Tiki Tuesdays Since 2007” 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


Cool Drinks - Wau Atmesphow 
Hapa Haole Evdoitainment 


PINK ELEPHANT Tiki MUG 
WITH DRINK $50 


Handmade by Tiki Tony 
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By Ron Ferrell 


Like many Polynesian Restaurants, the Drive-In Theater has all but disappeared from Amer- 
ica's landscape. Some of us remember the evenings as children when going to the movies 
was second only to going to a theme park. A few bucks for a carload of movie fans usually 
started with a cartoon, coming attractions, the main feature, intermission, more coming at- 
tractions and a second feature. The following is a sample of what may have been playing 
on an outdoor screen near you ... 


A double dose of Dukes, featuring John “The Duke” Wayne (Donovan's Reef) and Duke Kah- 
anamoku (Mister Roberts, Hula). John Wayne is the lusty captain of the Red Witch, which is 
owned by a shipping company with holdings in the South Pacific. Wayne sinks his ship, with 
a load of gold, in a rivalry with the company’s owner, played by Luther Adler (The Islanders & 
Hawaii 5-O). The owner drops charges against Wayne and John ends up on a small sailing ship 
searching for pearls on an island that is discovered on a map found by his crew. 


The first half of the movie is a pretty good story of men and the sea in the 1800s with flash- 
backs of why John is the way he is. Things get better when they head for the island. Sort of a 
cross between Reap The Wild Wind and Pearl Of The South Pacific, with the common thread 
of a giant octopus guarding the lagoon where the natives are keeping their pearls. The leader 
of the tribe is surfing great, Duke Kahanamoku. The rivalry surfaces as we find out that Luther 
is running the island and has plans to use Wayne to get the pearls for himself, and that his 
wife used to be with Wayne. 


See the Duke save a native boy from the drowning grip of a giant man-eating clam, and the 
pearls from the tentacles of a man-killing giant octopus! I’m not sure what island they are on, 
but there is a huge Moai at the center of the native ceremony where they throw the octopus’ 
eye into the fire. The story doesn’t end there, as Wayne is tasked to recover the gold from the 
wreck of the Red Witch; this is where we get to see John Wayne in a cool deep-sea diver's suit. 


Scenes of the island were shot at Rancho Santa Anita and the sea scenes were lensed on the 
island of Catalina. The Octopus was allegedly re-used in the Ed Wood classic Bride Of The 
Monster. The rights for the novel of the same name were purchased for $100,000, a huge 
sum for Republic Pictures at that time. Director Edward Ludwig worked with John again in the 
Commies-in-Hawaii flick, Big Jim McLain. He also directed the head-hunting classic, Jivaro. Ac- 
tors Edward Franz and Henry Daniell were both in The Four Skulls Of Jonathon Drake. Mailoa 
Kalili was in Bird Of Paradise and Adventure Island. Al Kikuma was a very busy Hawaiian actor 
that was in many South Seas movies including South Of Tahiti, South Of Pago Pago, Tahiti 
Nights, Song Of The Sarong, and Hell Ship Mutiny. 
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Wake of the Red Witch is available 
in Black & White from Olive Films on 
Blu-ray and DVD, and as a double 
feature with The Fighting Sea Bees. 
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What does Aloma have in common with Wake of the Red Witch? Both feature islands in 
the South Pacific with Moai statues, but neither have much in common with Easter Island, 
where these statues would have been found. | guess Hollywood thought these statues 
were more recognizable than most Tikis. 


Jon Hall (Tanoa) and Dorothy Lamour (Aloma) were King and Queen of the South Seas 
movie genre, with dozens of films to their credit. Tanoa and Aloma are matched as future 
husband and wife while they are children, even though they despise each other. Tanoa is 
sent to the States to. get an education and returns to his island home following the death 
of his father. On his return he finds he is now attracted to Aloma and the romance ensues. 
His cousin, Revo, has been plotting to rule in place of Tanoa and tries to take the village 
by force. While all this drama is going on, an active volcano threatens the island and it's 
inhabitants. 


The movie was filmed once before in 1926. This time, Paramount Pictures shot the film 
in color and it was nominated for two Oscars: Visual Effects and Cinematography. Writer 
Curt Siodmak also penned Her Jungle Love and many 1950s horror films like Creature 
With The Atom Brain and Earth vs The Flying Saucers. His brother, Robert, was a movie 
director. Actors include Pedro de Cordoba (Omoo Omoo The Shark God, Tahiti Nights), 
Nobel Johnson (Danger In The Pacific, Jungle Book, King Kong, Son Of Kong), John _ + 
Bagni (Cobra Woman, The Tuttles In Tahiti), and Nina Campana (Call Of The South j 
Seas, South Of Pago Pago, Waikiki Wedding). 


Aloma Of The South Seas was produced by Paramount Pictures, but has yet to be released on DVD. 


Coming Attractions: 
The Blue Lagoon, Cobra Woman, Miss Robin 
Crusoe, Jivaro, Drums Of Tahiti, Blue Hawaii, 
Call Of The South Seas, plus many more... a 
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SENIOR SERVICE 


EDEN AHBEZ 
Wild Boy: The Lost Songs of Eden Ahbez LP 
bear-family.com 


By now psychedelic music is a mainstay of 
popular taste. But questions of its origins still 
linger. As such, Bear Family Records now submits 
Wild Boy: The Lost Songs of Eden Ahbez as fresh 
evidence in the quest for answers. 


Over the past twenty years Ahbez has gone from 
cult figure to harbinger of the Sixties flower-power 
movement. This notion is born out largely by his 
1948 anthem of universal love, “Nature Boy,” 
and his rare solo album from 1960, titled Eden’s 
Island—one of popular music's earliest concept 
albums. Wild Boy both expands the Ahbez 
catalog and deepens the notion of a psychedelic 
movement having roots in the 1950s. 


Side-one acts as a compilation of music that 


Ahbez wrote in the aftermath of “Nature Boy: 
Inclusion of songs like “Palm Springs” by the 


THE ALIKA LYMAN GROUP 
Leis Of Jazz Vol. 2 LP 
dionysusrecords.com 


If the name Alika Lyman sounds familiar, it should. 
Alika is the great nephew of Exotica music legend 
Arthur Lyman. His album, entitled Leis of Jazz, 
Vol. 2 is a clear homage to his great uncle’s 1959 
album of the same name and marks his debut 
into the Tiki music scene, and it is now available 
on vinyl! 


Just as the original Leis of Jazz was a vehicle for 
Arthur Lyman to show his jazz roots, some 50+ 
years later Alika Lyman flexes his jazz muscles and 
Exotica chops with Leis of Jazz, Vol. 2. The album 
features a collection of retooled versions of Ha- 
waiian standards and original compositions that 
float seamlessly between vintage-tinged combo 
jazz and deep, classic Exotica. Alika Lyman deliv- 
ers an album that at once introduces us to a new 
jazz talent, embraces the Exotica genre and serves 
as a heartfelt tribute to his great uncle Arthur. 


THE SENIOR SERVICE 
The Girl In The Glass Case LP/CD/Digital 
damagedgoods.co.uk 


THE SENIOR SERVICE are the latest band to burst 
forth from the little clutch of towns known collec- 
tively as Medway. However, they are no newcom- 
ers (as their name may suggest), for they have 
been in some of the biggest bands to have come 
from that area, including; The Prisoners, The 
Mighty Caesars, The James Taylor Quartet, The 
Masonics, Billy Childish and The Buff Medways. 


Amongst their influences are John Barry, Barry 
Grey, Booker T and the MG's, Ennio Morricone 
and The Small Faces. 


Ray Anthony Orchestra and “Hey Jacque” by 
Eartha Kitt give listeners the chance to hear 
obscure cuts by big-name artists in the context 
of Ahbez for the first time. Side-two shows the 
songwriter inching closer to Eden’s-Island and 
the actual hippie movement, with absurdist rock/ 
exotica tracks like “Wild Boy” and “Surfer John,” 
as well as sweet psych-pop like the unreleased 
“Monterey” (featuring Paul Horn on the flute). The 
album ends with an unreleased cut, titled “The 
Clam Man,” which Ahbez recorded as an ode to a 
fellow bearded hermit down in Baja, CA. 


In total, Wild Boy offers seven unreleased cuts 
and as many rare singles to produce an overview 
of the songwriter’s lost work from 1949-71. 
What Ahbez misses in hallucinogenic content, he 
more than makes up for with his primitive chord 
structures, expansive arrangements, and lyrics 
about travel, leisure, free-love, and spirituality. As 
such, the canon of psychedelic music and that of 
Hippie #1 just got bigger. 


Although his primary instrument is guitar, Alika 
infused Leis 2 with plenty of the classic Lyman vi- 
braphone sounds, thanks to Mark Riddle aka Mar- 
ty Lush on vibes and the album's producer. The 
Alika Lyman Group is completed by Justin Grinnell 
on bass, Mark Gusek on drums and Nelson Ortiz 
on percussion, providing just the right amount of 
bird calls and atmospherics that are requisites for 
any Exotica pallet. 


With Leis of Jazz, Vol. 2, Just as Arthur Lyman re- 
cordings are vintage requisites for any Tiki music 
collection, Alika Lyman’s new album stands sol- 
idly along side his ancestor's work as a welcome 
requisite also. 


CD version can be purchased at digitiki.com or as 
a download from iTunes, Amazon and most on- 
line retailers. You can also hear the Alika Lyman 
Group on Spodify, Rhapsody, Pandora and Quiet 
Village Radio. 


“We got together to play instrumental covers be- 
cause | happened to have bought a Hammond 
organ” says Jon, “but we dropped that idea be- 
fore we played a note and quickly moved onto 
our own stuff.” 


The recordings, done at Borstal Road Studios 
(on’s house) have an organic feel to them that 
only close, like-minded friends can achieve, and it 
feels like the time is just right for a fresh batch of 
exciting tunes played on antique instruments by 
young-minded lovers of ‘60s instrumentals! 
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THE PARTHENO-PHONIC SOUND OF 


‘BRADIPOS IV 


MOMS I'D LIKE TO SURF 
Surf Cops Are Watching You CDEP 
momsidliketosurf.com 


SJ) MOMS I'D LIKE T0 SURF 


LOS VENTURAS 
Miles High LP/CD/Digital 
greencookierecords.bandcamp.com 


LOS VENTURAS have to offer a warm, varied, pow- 
erful and danceable instrumental live set, with one 
single purpose at heart: throwing a decent party 
and set the scene for one hell of a night. Based 
on the Californian ‘60s surf sound, they create a 
unique but accessible blend, fusing anarray of dif- 
ferent styles such as euro-instro, rock, funk soul, rai 
and gipsy. 


For over 14 years they have been touring all over 
Europe and even in California, where they recorded 
their latest albums Kaleydoskop, Paisley Beach and 
Miles High. Driven by positive vibes they bring their 
Euro-instro with a wink and a smile, providing just 
the right spark to set the night on fire. 


THE BRADIPOS IV 
The Partheno-Phonic Sound Of The Bradipos IV LP 
bradiposfour.com 


With their almost 20 years of experience, THE 
BRADIPOS IV are among the best surf-rock combos 
on the European scene. The Partheno-Phonic Sound 
Of The Bradipos IV presents a great collection of 
classic Neapolitan tunes, all of which are given a 
genuine surf treatment. It's amazing to discover 
how those old traditional melodies perfectly fit 
the band’s surf-rock atmospheres. All songs were 
recorded live with a vintage eight-track recorder at 
Dogma 8 studio by Nino Bruno Eleottotracce. 
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THE EXOTICS 
Twangy Surf & Spy Themes LP/Digital 
theexotics.bandcamp.com 


Radio & Podcasts 


LUXURIAMUSIC.COM 


INTOXICA 
Tues. 9-11PM w/ Howie Pyro 
OVER UNDER SIDEWAYS DOWN 
Wed., 3-5PM w/ Lee Joseph 
MADLY COCKTAIL 
Wed. 5-7PM w/ Kat Griffin 
FIBERGLASS JUNGLE 
Sat. 2-4PM w/ Jonpaul Balak 
SWITCHED ON AUDREY 
Sun. 2-4PM w/ Audrey Moorehead 
THRIFTING FOR TUNES 
Sun. 6-7PM w/ John Trivisonno 


CUDRA CLOVER’S EXOTICA HOUR 
cudraclover.podomatic.com 
DR. ZARKOV’S TIKI LOUNGE 
Wed. 2-3PM 
radiofairfax.org 
A DAY AT THE BEACH RADIO 
Thurs., 3-5PM 
kcr.sdsu.edu 
A DAY AT THE BEACH PODCAST 
tickshawrecords.com/adayatthebeach 
THE EXOTIC TIKI ISLAND PODCAST 
exotictikiisland.com 
KOOP KOOPER’S COCKTAIL NATION 
cocktailnation.net 
QUIET VILLAGE PODCAST 
digitiki.com 
RADIO FREE BAKERSFIELD 
radiofreebakersfield.com 
THE RETRO COCKTAIL HOUR 
retrococktail.org 
REVERB HOUR 
8-9PM Saturdays 
kfjc.org 
THE ROCKIN’ & SURFIN’ SHOW 
Sat. 3-5PM 
waif883.org 
SPYRATE RADIO 
spyrateradio.com 
STORM SURGE OF REVERB 
Mon. 2-4PM 
wtulneworleans.com 
SURF GUITAR 101 PODCASTS 
surfguitar1 01.com/podcast 
SURFABILLY FREAKOUT 
Thurs. 7-9PM 
surfabillyfreakout.com 
THE ZEN TIKI LOUNGE 
zentikilounge.squarespace.com 


*All times for radio and podcasts 
are Pacific Standard Time 
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Tapa Tiki Cork Coasters 


by Eric October 
Photos by Eric October 


MATERIALS: 

1. Cork Coasters 

2. Black Acrylic Paint 

3. Maroon Acrylic Paint (or Red and 
Brown Paint to mix) 

4. Cardstock 


TOOLS: 

1. Pencil 

2. Craft Knife (Optional: Scissors) 

3. Straight Edge, Like A Ruler (Optional) 
4. Fine Point Felt Tip-Pen 

5. Small Foam Roller 

6. Small Foam Brush 


Taking a cue from Polynesian Tapa Cloth, we'll 
be creating a stylized Tapa flower design for the 
coasters. We'll be cutting into the cork of the 
coasters, so they'll need to be at least .25” thick. 


The first step is to create a cutting template. 
Trace the shape of a coaster onto a piece of 
cardstock or sturdy paper (Photo 1). With a 
craft knife or scissors, cut out the shape (Photo 
2). | used a circular coaster, but the design will 
also work with square coasters, aligned to the 
corners. 


Fold the cut-out shape in half (Photo 3), and 
then in quarters (Photo 4). The result will be a 
folded wedge. 


With a pencil, draw a curved, half-petal shape 
on both sides of the folded wedge (Photo 5). 
Make sure that the drawn lines don’t come too 
close to the point of the center of the wedge, as 
this will weaken the structure of the template. 


Next, draw a line that follows the outer curve 
of the folded wedge, about .25” from the edge. 
The completed lines should look like Photo 6. 


Now cut out the template along the lines with a 
craft knife (Photo 7). 


Unfold the template and align over a coaster 
(Photo 8). With a fine point felt tip-pen, trace 
the template onto the coaster (Photo 9). 


The next steps involve cutting into the cork. 
Here are some helpful hints. Cut with a brand 
new, SHARP blade in your knife. Proceed 
SLOWLY to reduce the chance of the cork crum- 
bling and coming away from the incisions you 
are making. 


You'll be using the lines to guide you as you 
make beveled cuts into the cork. Start on the 


Tikifying the tiny details of your home Tiki bar helps set the stage for 
South Seas Island Magic, and just about any item can benefit from a Tiki 


tweaking. For example: in a few simple steps, you can transform ordi- 
nary cork coasters into Tapa Tiki Cork Coasters! 


outside of one of the petals, near the center of 
the design (and the coaster... this should be to 
the right of a petal guide line). Cut shallowly, 
angling toward the inside of the petal at about 
45 degrees (Photos 10 & 11). 


Next, turn the coaster around so the cut is on 
the opposite side from you. Make a similarly 
angled cut on the other side of the line, toward 
you, but this time angled toward the outside of 
the petal (Photos 12 &13). What you are now 
doing is creating two angled cuts that meet at 
a center point below the surface of the coaster, 
to excise the material in between. You can see 
this in the close up photo 14. 


You should now be able to remove the cork 
from the curved, beveled line you just cut (Pho- 
to 15). The angled groove created will form one 
side of one petal. Repeat steps (Photos 10 - 13) 
until all four petals have been outlined in bev- 
eled cuts (Photo 16). 


Next, in the same fashion, bevel the lines along 
the outer edge of the coaster (Photo 17). 


You can stop your cuts here and move on to 
paint, or you can continue with the following 
steps for more details. 


With a fine point felt-tip pen, mark a centered 
point near the edge of the coaster of two op- 


posing petals (Photo 18). With a ruler, or free- 
hand, draw a line between these two points 
(Photo 19). Repeat for the perpendicular petals 
(Photo 20). There should now be an X shape 
tunning along the center of the petals. In each 
petal, along one side of the X, draw three or 
four evenly spaced lines that angle away from 
the outer point of the petal (Photo 22). Once 
these lines are drawn, bevel cut them and the X. 


It's time to apply color. Ideally, you'll have ma- 
roon, brick red, or reddish-brown acrylic paint 
on hand. If not, you can easily mix two parts 
red, one part brown paint together for an ap- 
propriate hue. 


With a small foam roller, apply a layer of ma- 
roon paint to the top of the coaster. You don’t 
need to apply paint too thickly, just enough 
to evenly cover the surface of the coaster. The 
paint should coat the top of the coaster, but will 
leave the beveled cuts untouched (Photo 25). 


With a small foam brush, apply black acrylic 
paint around the edge of the coaster, on the out- 
side of the beveled perimeter cut (Photo 26). It 
should look like Photo 27. 


Wait for the paint to dry. Once complet- 
ed, you now have a Tapa Tiki Cork Coast- J 
er for your cocktail... or for how ever 


many you decided to create (Photo 28)! y 
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Featured Cocktail 2ERXoxo 


A Little Can Do A Lot 


By Kevin Upthegrove 
5 Minutes OF Rum 


Photo by Kevin Upthegrove 


Awell-worn trope in the cocktail world: drink is created, drink becomes 
popular, seemingly every other establishment rushes to produce their 
own version (come to think of it, this formula is pretty well-worn in oth- 
er industries as well). This was certainly the case with Don the Beach- 
comber, who is known to have created his cocktails in code, careful to 
not reveal the recipes to his competitors, or even his own staff. Not that 
that hindered his contemporaries. They often took 2 paths: either just 
lifting the name and applying it to a cocktail, regardless of composition, 
or they would attempt to deconstruct and recreate the flavor profile of 
the drink. And then they'd apply the same name. 


Along those lines, The Snakepit originated from a desire to recreate 
the flavor profile of a classic Cobra’s Fang, created by Donn Beach. The 
Cobra’s Fang was one of those cocktails that became famous enough 
to show up on other menus, with notable versions served at the Kon- 
Tiki simply as a “Cobra” and at the Mai-Kai where it was dubbed the 
“Cobras Kiss". Looking at those recipes (and it should not go unsaid 
that Jeff “Beachbum” Berry and Jim “Hurricane” Hayward have done 
the heavy lifting in interpreting classic recipes from Don, Kon-Tiki, and 
the Mai-Kai in these examples), a basic template can be formed: or- 
ange/lime for citrus, overproof demerara rum and Angostura bitters 
are chief among the common components, along with flash-blended 
with crushed ice for dilution. But what if there was a way to introduce 
a similar flavor using a different type of ingredient? That, along with a 
few other tweaks to syrups, could create a newer potable that clearly 
has its roots in a classic. Amaro di Angostura, a relatively new amaro (or 
“digestif") by the eponymous bitters company, is the jumping off point 
for The Snakepit, a way to bring an amaro into a classic Preparation 
while keeping the distinctive flavor of Angostura. 


Putting pen to Field Notes, a baseline version and list of variants were 
written down. If the baseline used a combination of Demerara 151 and 
Angostura 7 run, what changes if Angostura 1919 is used? How about 
using grenadine and falernum instead of passion fruit? Orange shrubb? 
Cinnamon syrup? Then, of course, comes the most difficult part: taste 
testing. It can be eye-opening how seemingly innocuous changes can 
shift a flavor profile into a new direction. The previously mentioned 
swap of Angostura 7 with the 1919? Just that one change moved the 
drink to a vanilla profile because of the extra time the 1919 rum spends 
in a barrel picking those notes up (the resulting change was ok, but not 
the result | was looking for). When you're experimenting in your own 
bar, either paid to do so or for the love of the sport , take note of how 
small changes have a overall impact (and take good notes in your taste 
tests, especially if you're on variant #4 in one evening)). 


With the help of an intrepid taste test crew, The Snakepit settled into 2 
final versions. The differences between the 2 are quite small, but they 
are noticeable in the glass and on the palate. Published here is 1 of 2 
recipes, as served on the Tiki Caliente 8 room crawl. The other 

was published as part of episode 55 of 5 Minutes of Rum (recipe 
available at 5minutesofrum.com). Each honors the original 
Cobra’s Fang while incorporating new modifiers. 


THE. SNAKEPit 


3/4 0z. Fresh Lime Juice 
1oz. Orange Juice 

1/40z. Falernum 

1/4.0z. Grenadine 

1/4.0z. Cinnamon Syrup 

1/4.0z. Kmaro di Angostura 
1oz. Angostura 7 Rum 

1/2 oz. Hamilton 151 Rum 


Flash blend with 1 cup crushed ice and pour unstrained into 
a double old-fashioned glass. Garnish with a cinnamon stick, 
and optionally a snake made from an orange peel. 


For a variant that has a passion fruit tie-in to classic 
Cobra’s Fang recipes, look for the THE SNAKE PIT, V0.2 
at 5MinutesOfRum.com 


Where is Jour Tiki Magazine? 


Mait Nelson enjoying his issue at Tiki Tolteca in New Orleans, LA 
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James (Tiki Jim) Hawk at the Mai Kai in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida during Kim “Tiki Chef” Mahan at El Tiki Bar in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
the Hukilau 2015 Denise Pumtrey at the Bali Hai restaurant in San Diego, CA 


Do you read your 
Tiki Magazine & More 
or Tiki Magazine in 
interesting places? 


If so, email your picture to infoeTikiMagazine.com 


and you might be in our next issue. 
“Note: Please make sure submitted images are at least 8° x 5" @ 300dpi. 


Dan Cevola in Moorea, French Polynesia 


Traci Balandran at Disneyland in Anaheim, CA 


Emanuele Codispoti in Rome, Italy 


Unkle Monkee and Buz looking at Mo Herms Clamshell shot in issue 8 of Tiki Magazine & More 
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